DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

became familiar to her and unfeared, part of her
consciousness. But meantime the duties of life and
the calls of love must be answered. " Happy those,"
she wrote to her mother, " who can lie down to rest
having fought their battle well ; or those who have
been spared fighting it at all. . . ."

Princess  Louis's  seventh  and  youngest  child,   a
daughter, was born on May 24, 1874, the anniversary
of the Queen's birthday, and just a year after Frittie's
death.   Her mother did not wish her to nurse her
baby herself, but Princess Louis told her that it was
safer to do so.    She had no farm in the country
which  could  supply  her  with  fresh   cows'   milk :
besides, in this broiling weather milk would not keep
and young babies often got dysentery from being fed
with it.   She would have liked to go to Scheveningen
next month for sea-air and bathing, for she and the
children were run down with this heat, but it was
too expensive,  and they went to Blankenberghe :
a single sitting-room served for   dining-room   and
for her husband's dressing-room.   Though the brac-
ing air did her good her letters still yearned and
wept for Frittie, and her mother in reply to one of
these must have advised her to get her nerves in
better control, for she answered that it was not her
fault  that  she   had   that   emotional   temperament
which caused these miseries.   She was doing her best
to control what she could not alter ;   otherwise she
would be in a dreadful state.   Then there came
further  criticism   about  her   management   of her
children, and again she felt this to be unjust.    She
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